
 
 

The Rho Chi Society 

National Office Contact Information: 

Email:  RhoChi@unc.edu 

Telephone:  (919) 843-9001 

Fax:  (919) 962-0644 

 Annual Chapter Report – 2017-2018 

 

Please complete your Annual Chapter Report, adhering strictly to the format below, and submit it 

to the National Office via e-mail (RhoChi@unc.edu) by May 15. 

 

Date of report submission: May 15, 2018 

Name of School/College: MCPHS University - Worcester 

Chapter name and region: Gamma Pi – Region I 

Chapter advisor’s name and e-mail address: 

Worcester Campus: 

Dr. Kaelen Dunican - kaelen.dunican@mcphs.edu 

Dr. Stephanie Conway - stephanie.conway@mcphs.edu 

Dr. Matthew Metcalf - matthew.metcalf@mcphs.edu 

 

Manchester Campus: 

Dr. Maryann Cooper –maryann.cooper@mcphs.edu  

 

Delegate who attended the Rho Chi Annual Meeting: Thomas Preteroti; Rachel Scigliano 
 (alternate delegate who was registered but did not attend) 

 

Date delegate’s name submitted to Rho Chi: 02/21/2018 

 

Past year’s officers and e-mail addresses: 

Co- President (Worcester Campus): Joseph Biga – jbiga1@stu.mcphs.edu 

Co-President (Manchester Campus): Sarah Mercier – smer1@stu.mcphs.edu 

Vice President: Jasmine King – jking3@stu.mcphs.edu 

Secretary: Christina Johnson – cjohn2@stu.mcphs.edu 

Co-Treasurer (Worcester Campus): Thomas Preteroti – tpret1@stu.mcphs.edu 

Co-Treasurer (Manchester Campus): Brittany Sullivan – bsull1@stu.mcphs.edu 

Historian: Brenda Hoa – bhoa1@stu.mcphs.edu  

 

New officers and e-mail addresses for next academic year: 

Co- President (Worcester Campus): Joshua Emerson – jemer1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Co-President (Manchester Campus): Emily Stekl – estek1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Vice President: Alexander Arau – aarau1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Secretary: Chan Hyuk Jung – cjung1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Co-Treasurer (Worcester Campus): Tiffany Russo – truss1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Co-Treasurer (Manchester Campus): Melyssia Marzerka – mmarz1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Historian: Nafiseh Banaha – nbana1@stu.mcphs.edu  

Number of Rho Chi student members at college or school, listed by class year and program (and 

by campus if more than one campus): 
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Accelerated PharmD Program, Class of 2018 (both campuses): 63 members 

Accelerated PharmD Program, Class of 2019 (both campuses): 57 members 

 

Meetings:  

 

Date Attendance Agenda Action Steps 

05/24/2017 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi Officer’s 

Meeting 

Officers and advisers Discuss SGA club 

executive meeting, plans 

for Dean’s luncheon, 

and activities for the 

summer 

Discussed SGA club 

executive club meeting 

and established which 

officers will attend, set 

date for Dean’s 

Luncheon and 

estimated budget and 

location. Discussed 

collaboration with PLS 

and PKP for first 

general meeting, 

community service 

events, fundraisers and 

OTC Bowl and set 

dates for next meeting 

06/05/2017 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi General 

Meeting 

Officers, members, 

PLS and P2 cohorts   

 

Discuss how to prepare 

for APPE rotations  

New graduates 

discussed what to 

expect from APPE 

rotations and provided 

insight on how to 

succeed at each site. 

Guest speakers also 

provided a brief 

explanation on how to 

take advantage of what 

each site offered and 

how to organize  

rotations to best 

succeed   

10/04/2017 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi Officer’s 

Meeting 

  

Officers Discuss upcoming 

events for fall and 

spring semesters  

Discussed Spring 2018 

induction ceremony, 

ideas for general 

meeting, community 

services for fall 

semester, Midyear boot 

camp with PLS/PKP 

and reviewed budget 

allocations for meeting 

and induction ceremony 

for spring semester  
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10/23/2017 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi General 

Meeting 

Officers, P1, P2, and P3 

cohorts 

Discuss requirement for 

post graduate year one 

pharmacy residency  

Guest speaker  

Abdulaziz Alqarni, 

PGY-1 resident at 

Norwood Hospital 

provided a general 

overview of why a 

PGY-1 residency may 

be beneficial, how to 

apply and prepare for 

interviews and the 

phase I and phase II 

match 

01/24/2018 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi Officer’s 

Meeting  

Officers Discuss plans for spring 

semester 

Discussed dates for 

general meeting, 

community service 

events for spring 

semester, APHA 

Midyear 

reimbursements for 

members who attended, 

determined date and 

budget for induction 

ceremony 

03/23/2018 

Rho Chi: Gamma Pi General 

Meeting  

Officers, advisors and 

pre-inductees  

Discuss responsibilities 

of Rho Chi officers and 

elect officers for the 

2018-2019 year 

Discussed 

responsibilities of 

officers and brief 

overview of Rho Chi 

Honor Society. 

Candidates running for 

officer position 

provided a brief speech 

and officers were 

elected and winners 

were announced 

 

Introduction:  

The Rho Chi Gamma Pi chapter is part of the MCPHS Worcester and Manchester Campus. 

MCPHS University Worcester/Manchester is a three year accelerated program in which new 

members are typically inducted during the Spring semester near the end of their P2 year. Despite 

being an accelerated program, the Gamma Pi chapter continues to uphold the mission and vision 

of Rho Chi to the highest honors. Activities and meetings are organized to promote 

collaboration, encourage intellectual achievement, the development of intellectual leaders and 

promote highest ethical standards. 

 

Strategic Planning: What goals were set that relate to the Rho Chi mission? 

 



The Rho Chi Society 

Annual Chapter Report  

 

 

Revised 4/7/18 

1. To promote collaboration and ethical standard by participating in more volunteer and 

community service activities with other clubs and professional organizations.  

2. To encourage and recognize intellectual achievements by continuing to hold activities 

that challenge students to continue their intellectual pursuit and strive for excellence. 

 

Activities: 

Pizza Fundraiser (6/19/2017) – In collaboration with Phi Lambda Sigma (PLS), the Gamma Pi 

chapter hosted its first pizza fundraiser at Antonio’s Pizzeria. This event helped bring together 

MCPHS students and the Worcester community to enjoy a great meal as well as raise money for 

the Worcester AIDS Project. Fifteen percent of all proceeds were donated to the Worcester AIDS 

Project, an organization that is devoted to providing medical needs to those persons living with 

AIDS or HIV. 

 

Dean’s List Luncheon (7/10/17) – The luncheon is an event that is held annually by Rho Chi 

Gamma Pi chapter to acknowledge fellow P1 pharmacy cohorts for their academic 

accomplishments. P1 students whom earn a 3.5 GPA and above for the fall and spring semester 

are invited for a luncheon with Dean Morin, Rho Chi advisors, and officers. The luncheon has 

become a tradition in which students are recognized and celebrated for their intellectual 

achievements and encouraged to continue their pursuit for excellence in everything they do. The 

luncheon is also an opportunity for highlighting the importance of collaboration, promoting 

ethical standards and the development of great leaders. This message was further emphasized in 

a brief speech by Dean Morin as she commended the students for their success.  

 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) Bowl (7/13/17) – The OTC Bowl is an event that is hosted annually by 

the Gamma Pi chapter prior to the Pepto Bowl at the New England Pharmacist Conference. The 

event is run by self-care instructors and Rho Chi advisors in which P1 and P2 cohorts compete in 

teams in a jeopardy style game featuring questions about nonprescription medications. P1 

participants also utilize this as an opportunity to help review and study for their upcoming self-

care exam while P2 cohorts utilize this as an opportunity to refresh their OTC knowledge prior to 

APPE rotations. The winning team is awarded with prizes and the chance to represent MCPHS at 

the Regional New England Pharmacist Conference in Foxwood. 

 

Food Drive (7/14/17) – In collaboration with Phi Kappa Phi and PLS, Rho Chi held a non-

perishable food collection for Abby’s House, in which Rho Chi, PKP, and PLS officers helped 

collect non-perishable goods during the common lunch hour. According to the US Department of 

Housing and Urban Development 2017, homelessness in Massachusetts was estimated to be 

greater than 17,000 people in January 2017. Abby’s House helps provide the underserved 

population, particularly women and children with food and shelter. Most of their resources, 

however, are provided through donations. This event allowed the Gamma Pi to contribute to 

Abby’s House while providing busy students with an opportunity to give back to their 

community without having to leave campus.  

 

Elm Park Clean-up (10/11/17) – This was a new initiative inspired by the Earth Day clean-up 

from the previous year. Elm Park is a local community park located within the Worcester 

community and within walking distances from MCPHS University, many students and people of 

the community utilize the park for recreational purposes. Rho Chi officers devoted an afternoon 
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to cleaning the park as a way of giving back to the community and continuing to maintain a clean 

beautiful environment for everyone. This activity and effort was well received by the 

community.   

 

Hurricane Relief (10/13/17) – In collaboration with PKP, PLS, National Community Pharmacist 

Association (NCPA), and National Student Nurses’ Association (NSNA), Rho Chi held a non-

perishable food and medication collection for the hurricane victims in Florida. Hurricane Irma 

affected the lives of nearly 6.5 million individuals and changed many of those lives forever. This 

collaborative effort served as an opportunity for the student community to come together and 

help those affected by the hurricane.   

 

Pre-Induction Lunch and Officer Election (3/23/18) – The pre-induction lunch is held annually 

prior to the official induction ceremony. This lunch serves as an opportunity to congratulate new 

members for their achievements and also provide new members an opportunity to socialize and 

elect their new officers for the upcoming year. This event also served as an opportunity for new 

members to meet future members as well as current officers and advisors prior to the official 

ceremony.  

 

Rho Chi Gamma Pi/Phi Lambda Sigma Induction Ceremony (4/4/18)-  This annual event was 

held in collaboration with PLS at the 10 Lincoln Ballroom at MCPHS University Worcester. 

This is the fifth year that the induction ceremony was held in conjunction with PLS MCPHS 

University chapter. As in prior years, this arrangement allows both organizations to celebrate the 

achievements and induction of new members. This event not only serves as a congratulatory 

dinner, but also an opportunity to brings together members of Rho Chi and PLS along with their 

family, friends and faculty in a formal yet intimate setting.  

 

Walk MS 201 (04/07/18) – Walk MS is an event hosted by the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society as an opportunity to raise awareness and donations for patients with multiple sclerosis. 

This year, Rho Chi Gamma Pi officers and members joined over 600 volunteers to take a stand 

against multiple sclerosis. This is the second year the Gamma Pi Chapter has volunteered at 

Walk MS at Worcester Polytechnic High School, however, this year, members and officers 

volunteered as walkers. Our participation in this event served as an opportunity to raise 

awareness regarding the severity of MS and also a chance to promote collaboration between Rho 

Chi and the community.  

 

Trash Clean-up of Tygnsboro Massachusetts (04/29/18) – In the spirit of Earth Month this event 

was a new initiative that branched outside the Worcester community. This event was inspired by 

the Elm park clean up, but intended as an opportunity to reach out to the community beyond the 

campus. In collaboration with residents of the Village at Merrimack, the Gamma Pi chapter 

devoted an afternoon to removing trash and cleaning Tygnsboro Massachusetts Commons on 

Middlesex Street. This effort was well received by the community and residents that live there.  

 

Financial/ Budgeting: The Rho Chi budget is determined by the funds distributed by the Student 

Government Association (SGA). The chapter received a total of $5000 for the year from the 

school to be allocated towards all activities, including travel reimbursement for the members 
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attending the Rho Chi Society Annual Meeting. The remainder of the chapter’s funding came 

from the fundraising account.  

 

Initiation Function: This year’s induction ceremony was held in conjunction with the PLS’s 

annual induction. The event took place at 10 Lincoln Square at MCPHS University - Worcester. 

This is the fifth year the ceremony was co-sponsored with PLS MCPHS University Chapter. This 

arrangement allows both organizations to share in the celebrations of the students’ achievements. 

The induction ceremony began with Rho Chi inductees receiving their pins and taking their oaths 

to uphold duties as members and new officers. 

 

Evaluation/Reflection: Due to recent budget changes by the SGA, this year’s fund was 

extremely healthy compared to the previous years. This year, the Gamma Pi chapter was able to 

provide Gamma Pi members whom attended Midyear with a reimbursement and also pay 

membership fees for all new inductees. Unfortunately, as an accelerated program and not being 

inducted until the end of the P2 year, attendance to meetings and activities remain a primary 

issue. Although this year, the Gamma Pi chapter had tried adopting the prior year’s 

recommendations by making volunteer events during weekend, attendance still remains low, as 

most students are away on rotations. However, a great way to improve attendance would be to 

increase more collaborative events with other organizations. The Gamma Pi chapter had several 

collaborative events that had successful turnout during the 2017 and 2018 year.  

 

If your chapter would like to be considered for the Most Improved Chapter Award, please 

complete the following form on a separate page. 

 

Most Improved Chapter Award 

Name of School/College: MCPHS University Worcester/Manchester 

Chapter name and region: Gamma Pi—Region 1  

Name of member submitting statement: Brenda Hoa  

Name of Chapter Advisors: 

Dr. Kaelen Dunican (Worcester Campus)- kaelen.dunican@mcphs.edu 

Dr. Stephanie Conway (Worcester Campus)-stephanie.conway@mcphs.edu 

Dr. Matthew Metcalf (Worcester Campus)- matthew.metcalf@mcphs.edu 

Dr. Maryann Cooper (Manchester Campus) –maryann.cooper@mcphs.edu 

 

This year the Gamma Pi chapter has upheld Rho Chi's mission to foster collaboration and 

promote the highest ethical standard. Despite being part of an accelerated program in which most 

activities were coordinated during rotation, the Gamma Pi chapter managed to host various 

community service events in which we collaborated with a number of different professional 

organizations and clubs on campus as well as community members of Worcester. Our efforts in 

these events have assisted with batter woman and children of Abby's House, victims of 

Hurricane Irma, individuals living with multiple sclerosis, and people living with AIDS/HIV. 

Our efforts have also helped maintain our local parks and communities making them a cleaner, 

more beautiful environment for all to enjoy. Our services to the community not only left a 

positive impact in those we served but also helped highlight the mission and goals of Rho Chi in 

developing intellectual leaders.  
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The Gamma Pi chapter also continued some of our previous annual traditions such as the 

OTC Bowl and Dean's luncheon in which we challenged, encouraged and recognized students 

for their intellectual achievement. Students who participated in these events were celebrated and 

encouraged to continue their strive for excellence and winners were rewarded with the 

opportunity to represent MCPHS University at the regional New England Pharmacist 

Conference. Every activity we planned were centered around the mission and vision of Rho Chi. 

Including newer initiatives, such as our two collaborative general meetings in which we invited 

guest speakers to talk to P2 cohorts regarding APPE rotations as well as a PGY-1 resident to not 

only provide students with an overview about his experience but also provide students with ideas 

for a potential career path after graduation. 

  In order to advance pharmacy through intellectual leadership, it is important to help 

individuals discover their abilities to be leaders. The community service activities, general 

meetings as well as intellectual events that were hosted by the Gamma Pi chapter were designed 

to bring individuals together as well as encourage students to challenge themselves and their 

abilities to be the best version of themselves. Based on the number of collaborative efforts and 

new initiatives, this year’s Gamma Pi chapter has improved immensely from the previous year.  

 

ITEM 

Amount 

Debited        

($$ spent) 

Amount 

Credited      

($$ 

raised) Balance Comment 

Balance forward 

  

$8546.65 

Balance from SGA and 

fundraising account 

Dean’s Luncheon  $1000 

 

$7546.65 

 OTC Bowl  $200  $7346.65  

NE Schools of Pharmacy Pepto Bowl 

and National Meeting  $750                  $6596.65     

General Meetings $150  $6446.65  

Midyear Reimbursement $1100  $5346.65  

Rho Chi National Meeting $500  $4864.65  

General Meeting and Election $100  $4746.65  

Induction Ceremony  $4746.65  $0.00  
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Appendix 2 

[Gamma Pi, MCPHS University Manchester/Worcester] Activity Table  
Category of 

Activity1 

Title of Activity Brief Description2 How Does This 

Activity Align With 

the Rho Chi Mission 

Statement? 

Years the Activity 

has Been Ongoing? 

If Activity has Been 

Ongoing for >1 Year, 

What Evaluations 

Have Been Done to 

Assess the Success of 

the Activity and 
What Improvements 

Have Been Done 

Over the Past Year? 

How Many 

Members 

Participated 

in the 

Activity? 

How Many 

Students 

(non-

members) 

and/or 

Patients 
were 

impacted by 

the Activity? 

Financial 

Information for the 

Activity [Budget 

Required, 

Fundraising 

Amount] 

Intellectual 

Leadership 

Activities (i.e., 

tutoring, 

sponsored 

lectures, 

poster 

sessions, etc.) 

OTC Bowl The OTC Bowl is an 

annual competition in 

which first and second 

year students are 

challenged in their 

OTC medication 

knowledge. The 

winners represented 

MCPHS at the regional 

New England 

Pharmacists 

Convention in the 

Pepto Bowl in 

Foxwood.  

This event 

encourages 

intellectual 

achievement and 

allows for the 

development of 

intellectual 

leaders. 

This has been 

an ongoing 

initiative for at 

least 4 years. 

Attendance and 

student verbal 

feedback have 

served as 

evaluations to 

assess the 

success of the 

event.  

4 40 $200 from the 

Rho Chi 

budget was 

used to 

purchase 

dinner for the 

participants 

and faculty 

members. 

College of 

Pharmacy 

Events [non-

academic, 

non-patient 

outreach] 

Dean’s 

Luncheon 

First-year students who 

were on the Dean’s List 

(GPA >3.5) were 

invited to this luncheon 

to celebrate their 

achievements. 

Ongoing for at 

least the past 3 

years 

 5 60 $1000 was 

used to 

provide food 

for about 60 

students and 

several faculty 

members. 

General 

Meetings & 

Elections   

Introduced the 

organization & hosted 

elections 

Ongoing for at 

least 6 years 

 4 60 $100 was used 

to provide 

food for at 

least 60 new 
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inductees and 

faculty  

Patient 

Outreach 

Events/ 

Community 

Service 

Food drive   Collected non-

perishable goods for the 

Abby’s House  

This event 

fosters 

collaboration 

and promotes 

highest ethical 

standard 

This was an 

initiative in 

collaboration 

with PLS and 

PKP   

N/A 5 N/A  

 

 

 

 

 

No funding 

was required. 

Hurricane 

Relief  

Collected non-

perishable goods and 

medication for victims 

of Hurricane Irma  

This was an 

new initiative in 

collaboration 

with PLS, PKP, 

NCP, and 

NSNA 

 4 N/A 

Elm Park 

Clean-up  

Cleaned a local park to 

provide a better 

environment for the 

community 

This was a new 

initiative 

N/A 4 N/A 

Walk MS Served as walkers Ongoing for at 

least 1 year 

N/A 10 20 

Trash Clean-up 

of Tygnsboro 

Massachusetts 

Commons 

Removed trash to 

provide a better 

environment for the 

community  

This was a new 

initiative in 

collaboration 

with the 

residents of the 

Village at 

Merrimack 

N/A 1 10 

Fundraising 

Events 

Pizza 

fundraiser for 

Worcester Aid 

Project  

Pizza fundraiser in 

which 15% of all 

proceeds from 

purchases made at 

Antonio’s pizzeria on 

6/19/17 will be donated 

to the Worcester’s Aid 

Project     

This is a new 

initiative in 

collaboration 

with PLS 

N/A 4 N/A 

 


